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St. Dominic Church is a 
Christ-centered, Roman Catholic, 

and Dominican parish for the people 
of Southwest DC and beyond. 

Our mission is to preach the 
Gospel and make disciples; 

glorify God through the Eucharist and the 
other Sacraments; 

build up the communion of the Church; 
and serve others through the spiritual and 

corporal works of mercy.

The Team

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor: Father George P. Schommer, O.P.
Parochial Vicar: Father Bede Shipps, O.P. 

Parish Staff 
Executive Assistant: Kelly Hanlon
Pastoral Associate:  Sister Margaret 
   Andrew Baker, O.P.
Pastoral Associate: Br. Cassian Iozzo, O.P.
Communications:  Elissa Krieg
Music Director:  Noah Lovold

Parish Pastoral Council
Philip Clark  Carrie Traverso
Daniel Padilla Lori Tucker
Mitzi Sobash Chris Varella

Parish Finance Council 
Kevin Ciocca Carol Pica 
Jim Courtney Scott Warady

Worship & Sacraments
Celebration of Holy Mass
Saturday| 9:00 a.m.; 5:00 p.m. (Vigil)
Sunday | 8:00 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays | 12:10 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday - Friday | 11:45 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.
Thursday | 7:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Saturday | 4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday | 9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday | 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Liturgical Schedule ~ Priory Chapel
Lauds (Morning Prayer)
Monday - Friday| 7:00 a.m.
Saturday| 7:30 a.m. 
Sunday| 8:00 a.m.  
(Holy Mass following Lauds 
Monday - Saturday) 
Vespers (Evening Prayer)
Monday - Sunday | 5:30 p.m.
Rosary precedes Vespers each day at 5:10 p.m.

Compline (Night Prayer − in Church)
Monday - Friday | 6:40 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday | 7:00 p.m.

Parish Offi  ce Hours

Monday- Friday: 8:30 a.m.
— 1:00 p.m .

Church Hours

Daily 7:00am -7:00pm



Mass Intentions

Sunday, March 15th
8:00 a.m. Rosary Shrine of St. Jude   
  Benefactors
10:30 a.m. Lenten Mass Remembrance

Monday, March 16th
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 † David Kenney
12:10 p.m. † Daniel P. Collins

Tuesday, March 17th
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 † Sylvia and Charlie Littrell
12:10 p.m. Deborah Heaphy

Wednesday, March 18th
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 Joshua Vander Woude
12:10 p.m. Manuel Gonzalez

Thursday, March 19th
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 Fr. Joachim Kenney
12:10 p.m. † William Kormos

Friday, March 20th
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 Jed Kenney & Family
12:10 pm † Michelle Ramstack

Saturday, March 21st
Priory 1 Lenten Mass Remembrance
Priory 2 † Daniel P. Collins
9:00 a.m. † Michelle Ramstack
5:00 p.m. Pro Populo

The Week Ahead

Monday, March 16th
12 p.m.  A.A. Meeting  Parish Meeting Room

7 p.m. Online Cenacle: The Bible and 
the Church Fathers  Zoom
7 p.m. Summa Study Group 
 Parish Meeting Room 

Tuesday, March 17th
12 p.m.  A.A. Meeting  Parish Meeting Room

7 p.m. Bible Timeline
 Parish Meeting Room

Wednesday, March 18th
12 p.m.  A.A. Meeting  Parish Meeting Room

7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal  Choir Loft

Thursday, March 19th
12 p.m.  A.A. Meeting  Parish Meeting Room

6:30 p.m. Seasons of Faith 
 Parish Meeting Room

7 p.m. Holy Hour & Confessions in Church

Friday, March 20th
12 p.m. A.A Meeting  Parish Meeting Room 

6 p.m. Soup & Bread Supper 
 Parish Meeting Room

7 p.m. Stations of the Cross  Main Church

Saturday, March 21st
9:30 a.m. Scriptural Rosary Prayer Group  

 Main Church
10:00 a.m. OCIA  Parish Meeting Room

10:00 a.m. Saturday Cenacle
 Conference Room

Sunday, March 22nd
After 10:30 a.m. Mass Coff ee & Donuts

 Parish Meeting Room
12 p.m. Inquiry  Conference Room

6 p.m. Religious Movie Seminar: 
"The War of the Worlds" 
 Parish Meeting Room

5:00 p.m. Pro Populo



 Old palm branches may be brought to the 
church for burning in the Easter fi re or for 
proper disposal. A basket is in the rear of 
the church at the center doors. 

Catholic Charities is having a FREE tax 
prep clinic February 1st - April 15th at our 
main offi  ce - 924 G ST NW Washington, 
DC. If your income is under $69,000, have 
IRS-certifi ed volunteers prepare and review 
your tax return for FREE! Scan the QR code 
or email FSN@cc-dc.org to request an ap-
pointment!

Parish Announcements

Pope Leo's Intention for March

For disarmament and peace.
Let us pray that nations move toward eff ective 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament,

and that world leaders choose the path of 
dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

   VENMO              eCatholic
        for one-time and recurring gifts

Off ertory for the Week of March 8

Off ertory     $4,858
Budgeted     $3846

Surplus     $1,011.85

Other Announcements



Let us pray for:

The sick and homebound 
Maria Balotescu, Nora Courtney, Berhanu Hailu, 
Denny Layendecker, Heidi Long, Eileen Matu-
ri, Alessia McGuire, Paul Semeraro, and Frances 
White

The recently deceased
All the faithful departed

Military Services
All those serving our in our country and around 
the world

Volunteers needed for the Soup and 
Bread Suppers on the Fridays of Lent!  
We need help with set-up and clean-up, 

as well as volunteers 
to bring soup or bread.  

Share your favorite recipes with us!

Today's Art & Music

Cover Art
Healing the Blind Man

Václav Mánes, 1832

Prelude
Antiphon 3, from Vêpres du commun des fêtes 

de la Sainte Vierge, Op. 18
Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)

Postlude
Prelude and Fugue in F Major, BWV 556P

Attr. J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Motet after Communion
Ave Regina Caelorum

Steven Talley
"Hail, O Queen of Heaven. Hail, O Lady of 
Angels. Hail, thou root. Hail, thou gate from 

whom unto the world a light has arisen. Rejoice, 
O Glorious Virgin, lovely beyond all others. 

Farewell, most beautiful maiden, 
and pray for us to Christ."

Contact Susan Timoney: 
stimoney5@gmail.com



In interview for Catholic Standard, Cardinal McElroy says U.S. entry into war with Iran 
‘not morally legitimate,’ citing Catholic just war teaching

Q: Cardinal McElroy, it’s been a week since the United States and Israel launched attacks on Iran, and Is-
rael has also attacked Lebanon. This week, you have been celebrating Mass in parishes across the Archdio-
cese of Washington. When you have spoken with parishioners, what are they saying about this situation?
Cardinal McElroy: “I have encountered a very significant level of anxiety about the war in Iran, and many 
parishioners have spoken to me about their worries. Almost everyone rightly believes that the Khamenei 
regime has been for decades a brutal and repressive government that has spread terrorism throughout the 
world and should be replaced. But there is immense concern that this war will spiral out of control and 
embroil the United States in ever greater depth. Several parishioners have mentioned to me that they have 
sons or daughters in the military, and they are worried they might be placed at risk. Many speak of the 
two prior wars in Iraq, and the lack of peace or unity that they produced despite major American casual-
ties and immense costs. Others believe that in spite of these realities, now is the time for the United States 
to end the theocracy in Iran and install a more friendly and more peaceful government.”

Q: What insights do Catholic teaching on war offer regarding the attacks on Iran, and Iran’s counter at-
tacks throughout the Gulf region?
Cardinal McElroy: “The Church has a long and substantial teaching on the issues of war and peace. 
At the center of that teaching is an abiding resistance to war. Pope John Paul II vigorously opposed the 
2003 Iraq War and stated categorically that war ‘is always a defeat for humanity.’ Pope Francis called for 
the total abolition of war, stating that ‘every war leaves the world worse than it was before.’ Pope Leo has 
noted with alarm that there is a raging zeal for war across nations at this current moment, which is utterly 
incompatible with Catholic faith. At their heart, each of these papal teachings testifies to the fact that we 
are followers of Jesus Christ, who placed peace-making at the heart of his call to discipleship and fidelity. 
Non-violence must be the first stance of Catholics in the world.
“At the same time, in some emergency situations, the Church has historically allowed resort to war if six 
conditions are clearly and simultaneously met: 

1.	 Just Cause: The war must be undertaken in defense against an attack that is grave and certain on a 
nation, its allies or a defenseless human community.

2.	 The legitimate authority in the country contemplating war must declare war.
3.	 The country goes to war with right intention, namely to redress the specific just cause and restore 

peace.
4.	 War is the last resort to repel the aggression.
5.	 The expected destruction from the war must not outweigh the expected good.
6.	 There is a reasonable hope of success.

“At this present moment, the U.S. decision to go to war against Iran fails to meet the just war threshold for 
a morally legitimate war in at least three requirements:
“The criterion of just cause is not met because our country was not responding to an existing or imminent 
and objectively verifiable attack by Iran. As Pope Benedict declared categorically, Catholic teaching does 
not support preventative war, i.e. a war justified by speculation about events in the future. If preventative 
war were to be accepted morally, then all limits to the cause for going to war would be put in extreme 
jeopardy.



“The criterion of right intention is not met in our country’s decision to attack Iran. One of the most wor-
rying elements of these first days of the war in Iran is that our goals and intentions are absolutely unclear, 
ranging from the destruction of Iran’s conventional and nuclear weapons potential to the overthrow of its 
regime to the establishment of a democratic government to unconditional surrender. You cannot satisfy the 
just war tradition’s criterion of right intention if you do not have a clear intention. 
“Finally, our current war effort does not meet Catholic just war teaching because it is far from clear that 
the benefits of this war will outweigh the harm which will be done. The Middle East is the most unstable 
region in the world, and the most unpredictable. Already the war has had unintended consequences. Iran’s 
morally despicable decision to target its neighbors in the region has spread the expanse of destruction. 
Lebanon may fall into civil war. The world’s oil supply is under great strain. The potential disintegration of 
Iran could well produce new and dangerous realities. And the possibility of immense casualties on all sides 
is immense.
“For all of these reasons, Catholic teaching leads to the conclusion that our entry into this war was not 
morally legitimate.”

Q: What is your advice for Catholics in the Archdiocese of Washington, what actions can they take in 
response to what is happening in the Middle East? 
Cardinal McElroy: “I think it is essential for Catholics in our Archdiocese to pray for peace and an im-
mediate end to this conflict. We should pray for our military men and women. We should pray for the 
Christian communities in the Middle East that are the last bastions of Catholic faith there, particularly in 
Lebanon where the large and spiritually beautiful Catholic community continues to witness to Christianity 
in the region. 
“As citizens and believers, we should inform our political representatives of our positions on this unfolding 
war, giving our own guidance to this land we love so deeply. In addition, we should comfort those in our 
families, our parishes and our communities who are anxious, that the consolation of the Holy Spirit will 
be with them.
“Finally, and most importantly we must insure that this war does not turn into a prolonged conflict, lurch-
ing from goal to goal and from strategy to strategy. One of the most important Catholic teachings on war 
and peace is that nations have the strict obligation to end a war as soon as possible. This is particularly 
true when the decision to go to war was not morally legitimate. There is a logic to war that presses onward, 
escalating in its dimensions and timeline. Our country has fallen victim to this logic of war in the recent 
past, especially in the Middle East. We must all work together to forbid this expansionism to lead us into 
an ongoing morass in Iran.”

Q: What are your concerns about the future of our country and our world as this war continues?
Cardinal McElroy: “My deepest concerns on these issues lie most deeply in the general deterioration of 
moral norms in our own country and throughout the world. For the moral questions that confront us 
today in Iran are part of a larger issue of moral renewal and dialogue that is deeply needed in our country 
that we reverence so profoundly. The Founders of our nation believed that America would succeed only 
if its moral foundation was sound and strong. We can so easily forget that when our nation began as a 
democratic republic, there was no existing nation that was a democracy. Nor had there been one for over a 
thousand years. Theirs was truly an experiment in democracy. This same need for moral renewal that was 
present at our Founding exists piercingly at this moment. I pray that in our 250th year we may move to 
meet that challenge with zeal, unity and grace.”




